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| FOREWORD |

This memoir was put together by our Over 50s World-Cup Memoirs Committee so we can share
our overall journey with everyone. Hence, everyone can fully understand and appreciate the
journey to Cape Town, South Africa to participate in the 2nd Edition of the Over 50s Cricket World
Cup.

The first edition of the Over 50s World Cup was held in Sydney in 2018, but the West Indies did
not participate, and there were only 8 teams compared with 12 teams in the 2nd Edition.

Since it was the first time that West Indies Over 50s was participating in this World Cup, we
wanted to share the entire journey so that our readers can fully understand the challenges and
obstacles we had to overcome in order to make this journey, plus sharing the entire experience so
that we can attract future players for generations to come. Although the tour ended abruptly due
to the pandemic, we are positive that everyone can attest to it being a richly rewarding
experience.

It was indeed an unforgettable journey, and that is putting it mildly. Starting with trials in Florida,
followed by trials in Trinidad, and all the way to the “Big Dance” in Cape Town. Many lifelong
friendships were forged amongst our own players/supporters and those of our oppositions
together with the various officials.

OUR OVER 50s WORLD-CUP MEMOIRS COMMITTEE MEMBERS ARE:

JOHN RAMSINGH - Media Officer of the Over 50s Committee

KENNY GIRDHARRY — Team member of the Over 50s Squad

MICAH JODHAN - Son of team member Howard Jodhan of the Over 50s squad
RAJ SINGH — Chairman of the Over 50s Committee

REDS PERREIRA — Member of the Over 50s Committee

THE CONTRIBUTING WRITERS WERE:

JOHN RAMSINGH - Media Officer of the Over 50s Committee

KENNY GIRDHARRY — Team member of the Over 50s Squad

MICAH JODHAN - Son of team member Howard Jodhan of the Overs 50s squad
RAJ SINGH — Chairman of the Over 50s Committee

The Committee would like to thank all of our supporters, sponsors, World Cup Organizing
Committee, oppositions, officials, and, above all, our players because if it hadn’t been for their
commitment and dedication there would not have been a West Indies Over 50s team vying for this
coveted title in Cape Town. Due to our committed players, we have paved the way for West Indies
participation in future Over 50s World Cups for many years to come.

Special thanks to all the members’ families/supporters that made the various trips, especially to
South Africa where they shared our frustrations and efforts scrambling to get home, also not
forgetting those back home working vigorously in trying to arrange our return flights.

It was surreal on many different levels and thank GOD we eventually all made it safely back to our
respective homes where our loved ones were.




Although the ending was premature, we look forward to the continued support of
everyone in making it back to South Africa in 2022 to compete once again. We feel we’ll
be better equipped as we now have the experience behind us.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish that everyone and their loved ones
remain safe and healthy during this pandemic as these are extraordinary times. We
will get through it together and come out stronger on the other side.

Many Thanks!
Sincerely,

West Indies Over 50 Memoirs Committee
July 2020

NOTE: The original version was written in July, 2020 and was slated to be called “Road
to South Africa”. However, due to the crisis of the ongoing pandemic and our inability to
have it sponsored and published then, we have added the last sections from ‘2021
Triangular Series in Canada” onward.
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Raj Singh has been a well-known servant of cricket in
Guyana and the West Indies for many years. Residing in
the USA seems to have only bolstered his commitment to
serve cricket even more.

His current project to pioneer Caribbean participation in
the Over-50s World Cup in 2020 is a private initiative that
Cricket West Indies (CWI) applauds. Although CWI’s
resources are now more focused on developing younger
players, we commend any project that seeks to directly
engage past regional players in cricket-related activity.

On behalf of Cricket West Indies, | wish Raj and his
colleagues a most successful cricket adventure. The best
wishes of all West Indians should be there with you in
South Africa.

RICKY SKERRITT,
President, CWI
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